 Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Dedication of Offering          
     *Hymn -    “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                 Page 376

     *Benediction  
               L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
               P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
            P: “Go now in peace.”                                                   
    *Extinguishing of candles


  * Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today January 22, 2023; the Third Sunday after Epiphany!  Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

                 SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY

 ***********************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.

 ***********************************************************
LAY READERS: Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel; Jan. 29 - Scott Miller; Feb. 5 - Theresa Miller. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Jan. 22 - Ken Bechtel; Jan. 29 - Marie Herb.  If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethseda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
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                              January 22, 2023
                 Third Sunday after Epiphany
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
                                                                          Pastor Kristine Heckard

    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

    or on YouTube Link 
If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website. 
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin
January 22, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM
Third Sunday after Epiphany
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                                    

L:  The Lord our God calls us to turn from the past and to be his special people;
P:  to find in him joy and meaning, a new life here and now, and eternal bliss in the world to come.
L: Come! Let us praise the Lord.
      *Hymn -      “May Jesus Christ Be Praised”              Page 87        

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)
Lord, when we read how those first disciples responded to your call and followed you without hesitation we must confess that our own response has been less than a full commitment. We sometimes pretend to more knowledge of you and your will than we really have. Forgive us for our narrow vision and our limited love. Help us to expand our vision and our love until we are worthy to be called your disciples. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
   The Psalm: 27:1, 4-9 (Responsive)                                  
 L: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
P: One thing I have desired of the LORD that will I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in His temple.
L:  For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the secret place of His tabernacle He shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock.
P: And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.
L: Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice! Have mercy also upon me and answer me.
P: When You said, “Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, LORD, I will seek.”
L: Do not hide Your face from me; do not turn Your servant away in anger;
P: You have been my help; do not leave me nor forsake me, O God of my salvation
  Installation of Elders and Deacons

     Bob Endy, Susan Faust - Elders; Terri Herb, Susan Snyder- Deacons
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison)
We believe in God, Creator of all things.  We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father.  We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us.  We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom.  We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength.  Amen.

Hymn -       “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”           Page 427                 
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:              Matthew 4:12-23                   Ken Bechtel

                               (Pg. 4 NT Pew Bible)
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                                 “Follow Me”     

PRAYER REQUESTS*
*(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

     *Ed Dobbin, (Going home Friday); *Emily Degnitz, (Hershey Med. Ctr.); *Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Betty Lebo & family; Barbara & Dennis Croutharmel; Diane Shaffer; Ed Berra; Carol Knight; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Rahn Cooper; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Gary Fetterhoff; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Charlie/Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Carole Fetterhoff, Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer;  Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Janelle Miller; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Ty/Lana Shoop; Bob Pottiger; Raymond Enders; Susan Lazor;  Kaiya Wilkens; Colton Faust; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Randy Byerly; Jake & Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Ellen Snyder, (Gail Shertzer’s sister); Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich, (Tabitha Hoover’s father);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Jan.  22 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              Installation of Elders and Deacons

Jan. 23 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Valleys at Lykens U. Methodist       Church

Jan. 28 - 10:00-2:00PM - Making Memories Gang Reunion Luncheon in Meeting room
Jan. 29 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
Jan. 30 - 7:00PM - Dartball - Messiah Lutheran at Valleys
Feb.   5- 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
         Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship) 
Feb.  6 - 6:00PM - Prayer Meeting (everyone is welcome to attend and pray for members, friends, family, community, our world) 

                7:00PM - Elders Meeting
Feb.   7 - 7:00PM - Deacons Meeting

Feb. 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
               10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online
              12:00Noon-5:00PM - Girl Scout Father/Daughter Event

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall (they will meet when no Dartball game is held at Valleys). 

GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.
2023 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING RESULTS 
Deacons (2 year term) Bridget Campbell, Susan Snyder, Terri Herb
Elders   (2 year term)  Susan Faust, Bob Endy 

Sunday School Superintendent (2 year term)  Sharon Fetterhoff

Nominating Committee (2 year term) One Volunteer needed       

National & Conference Delegates (1 Year Term)  One or Two Volunteers needed  (Valleys pays registration, travel and hotel stay expenses)                      
Alternate for Search Committee (One needed) (Person would attend meetings but only vote in absence of another committee member previously approved.)
     _________________________________________________________________________________________________
COUNCIL OFFICERS AND MEMBERS FOR 2023

President - Marie Herb
Vice-President - Sue Faust
Secretary - Ann Hale
Financial Secretary - Susan Snyder
Treasurer - Dale Faust 
ELDERS - 

Peggy Berra, Bob Endy, Susan Faust, Diane Shaffer

DEACONS -

Bridget Campbell, Dale Faust, Gary Fetterhoff, Seth Guertin, Ann Hale, Marie Herb, Terri Herb, Susan Snyder
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The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for January 22, 2023

Invocation:

O God, our Father, we are all your children; and we gather this day to praise your name and seek your blessing.  Unite our spirits, we pray, in worship and fellowship.  While we cannot all be the same mind, may we be made one in love, and in devotion to your Holy will.  We pray in Jesus’ name.   Amen.

Scripture:
Psalm 27



Matthew 4:12-23
Sermon:



“Follow Me”


If each of us were asked to tell our story of how we came to follow Jesus, the stories would all be different.  Also, our stories would probably differ from today’s gospel lesson.  It sounds as if one day Jesus shows up and, immediately we walk away from our old life and leave everything behind.  That’s how Matthew describes it for Peter and Andrew, James and John in today’s gospel.  I don’t doubt that’s true. I know that’s how it happened for some of us, but not all.  It’s not the only way.  Some of you would describe a story of continuous and steady experience of Jesus.  Others would tell a story of struggle and wrestling, give and take, back and forth.  Think about Jacob or Jonah.  In truth our lives are probably a mixture of all three of those plus others.  How does any relationship begin, continue, grow?  There is no one way or even a right way. There are probably as many ways of being called, finding Jesus, being found by Jesus, whatever you want to call it, as there are people.  It is unique and personal to each one of us.

The point, however, isn’t how it happened but that it did happen and it continues to happen. It’s never a once and for all, finally and forever, kind of thing. Our entire life is a conversion. We are always being converted, shaped and formed, into the likeness of Jesus. Over and over again Jesus comes to us saying, “Follow me.”

Our relationship with Jesus is grounded and experienced in the people and events of our lives and world.  So it was for Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  We see that throughout the remainder of Matthew’s account of the gospel.  He not only describes the life and ministry of Jesus but the ongoing shaping and forming of the lives of Peter, Andrew, James and John.  That shaping and forming happened in Jesus’ teaching of the beatitudes, in his healing of the sick, in his telling parables, in his feeding the 5000, in Peter complaining that they had left everything behind, in James and John arguing with the others and hoping to sit at Jesus’ right and left, in Jesus’ crucifixion, in his resurrection and ascension, and in the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Every one of those moments echo with Jesus’ words, “Follow me.”  Every one of those is as much a turning point in the lives of Peter, Andrew, James, and John as was the day Jesus first saw them by the Sea of Galilee.  Turning points always resound with the invitation to follow Jesus.  They are the intersection of our lives and his life.  Isn’t that what’s happening in today’s gospel?  We hear it in Jesus’ words. He only says two things:  “Repent,” and “Follow me.”  At some level they are two sides of the same coin.

So often we hear the word “repentance” and think, “Uh oh, someone’s been bad.  Someone better change their evil ways.”  It can mean that and sometimes that needs to be the focus but it also means more than that.  Repentance is more than just a moral change.  It is a life change, a turning point.  We look in a different direction. We see with new eyes.  We establish new priorities.  We travel a new road.

The turning points of our lives bring us face to face with Jesus and they come in lots of ways.  Sometimes they come as we planned, worked, and hoped for. Other times they are completely unexpected and take us by surprise.  Sometimes they bring us joy and gladness.  Other times we are filled with sorrow and loss.  Sometimes they affirm everything we thought and believed.  Other times they leave us confused and not knowing what we believe.  You’ve probably experienced all of those and more in the turning points of your own life.

Think about your turning points, times when, for better or worse, your life was turned around:

· Falling in love and getting married,

· The birth of your child,

· The death of a loved one,

· Words or actions that hurt another and forever changed the relationship,

· A success or accomplishment that was really significant or meaningful,

· A loss of a job or a new job

· Retirement

The list could go on and on.  We could all tell stories of our life’s turning points.  It seems as if our lives are a series of turning points, some big and others small.  Regardless, with each turning point we see ourselves, others, and the world differently, we think differently, we focus on different concerns, we ask different questions, and we move in different direction.  What they all have in common, however, is Jesus’ invitation, his command, to follow him.

Each turning point comes with the opportunity for and the promise of Christ to refashion our lives. That’s what Jesus did for Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  “I will make you…,” he says. That’s what he does for us as well. He makes us more who we truly are to be.  In him we begin to recognize ourselves.

This does not happen in spite of our life’s circumstances but in and through our life’s circumstances.  That’s where and how it happened for Peter, Andrew, James, and John.  Their turning point came in sailing the same boats, on the same lake, using the same nets, doing the same work they had done the day before, and the day before that, and the month before that, and the year before that.

Look at your lakes, boats, and nets, the circumstances of your life. What is the turning point you face today? What’s happening? What do you see? Somewhere in your life today is a turning point, a place of repentance. Maybe you know exactly what it is. Maybe you’ve not yet recognized it. Maybe you’ve closed your eyes to it. Regardless, it is there and so is Jesus.  He stands there saying, “Follow me.  I’ve picked you.”  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Our father, you have come into this world as Christ, a saving servant, and who calls us to be disciples in his name.  We are comforted knowing that you are going before us in everlasting truth and leading us with the power of your eternal Spirit.  Yet you do patiently wait for us when we linger behind.  When we stumble in our sins, you raise us to the stature of righteousness.  When in overconfidence we venture beyond our wisdom and strength, you look upon us as an understanding Friend.  O Christ, we thank you for your forgiveness and guidance.  Help us to learn from you.  Keep us close to the influence of your love and within hearing of your voice.

        And now we pray for our brothers and sisters in faith.  We pray for ________________.  Lead the weary and heavy laden by your Spirit.  Touch and heal the sick.  And now we pray, O Lord, that you will cleanse the hearts of every person that the kingdom of this world might indeed become the kingdom of your Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We pray now as our Lord taught us to pray . . . Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

Having come to receive, go forth to give.  Having come to be blessed, go forth to bless.  Having come to learn, go forth to teach.  Having come to pray, go forth to work; and the blessing of the Father, Son, and Holy spirit go with you.  Amen.

